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was formerly not intended for distinction and ornament but for use. It was generally fastened to the back of the cope or other vesture, and in case of rain or cold was drawn over the head. In the Universities the hoods of the graduates were made to signify their degrees by varying the colours and materials. By the 58th Canon every minister saying the public prayers, or ministering the Sacraments, or other rites of the Church, if they are graduates, shall wear upon their surplices, at such times, such hoods as by the orders of the Universities are agreeable to their degrees.
HOSANNA, Save I beseech tliee: is a form of blessing or wishing well.
HOSPITALS were houses for the relief of poor and impotent persons, and were generally incorporated by royal patents, and made capable of gifts and grants in succession.
HOSPITALLERS. Knights who took their name from an Hospital built in Jerusalem for the use of pilgrims coming to the Holy Land. They were to provide for such pilgrims, and to protect them on the road, They came to England in the year 1100. And here they arrived to such power that their superior ranked as the iirst lay baron, and had a seat in the House of Lords.
HOURS OF PRAYER. The Church of England, at the revision of our offices in the reign of Edward the Vlth, only prescribed public worship in the morning and evening ; and in making this regulation she was perfectly justified ; for though it is the duty of Christians to pray continually, yet the precise times and seasons of prayer, termed Canonical Hours, do not rest on any Divine command; neither have they ever been pronounced binding on all Churches by any general council; neither has there been any uniformity in the practice of the Christian Church in this respect, The Hours of Prayer before the Reformation were seven in number. Matins, the first, third, sixth, and ninth hours, vespers, and compline. The office of matins, or morning prayer, ascording to the Church of England, is a judicious abridgment of her ancient services for matins, lauds, and prime; and the office of even-song, or evening prayer, in like manner, is an abridgment of the ancient service for vespers and com-